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18. By universal consent it is rightly placed at the beginning of the Qur’an, as summing up, in marvellously 
terse and comprehensive words, man’s relation to Allah in contemplation and prayer. In our spiritual 
contemplation the first words should be those of praise. If the praise is from our inmost being, it brings us 
into union with Allah’s Will. Then our eyes 

are purged out. They do not exist for us, for our eyes ar 
attributes better (verses 2*4). This leads us to the attitude of worship and acknowledgment (verse 5). And 
finally comes prayer for guidance, and a contemplation of what guidance means (verses 6*7). 

is above all praise; 


all good, p 


and harmony. Evil, rebellion, and conflict 

lifted up above them in praise. Then we see Allah’s 
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Allah needs no praise, for 

than we do ourselves; and His bounties are open without asking 
prayer is for our own spiritual education, consolation, and confirmation. 

That is why the words in this Surah are given to us in the form in which we should utter them. When 
we reach enlightenment, they flow spontaneously from us. 


needs no petition, for 

to the righteous and the sinner alike. The 


knows our needs better 


r ^ 
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19. The Arabic words “Rahman and Rahim',' translated "Most Gracious" and "Most Merciful 

■ ♦ 

intensive forms referring to different aspects of Allah’s attribute of Mercy. The Arabic intensive is more suited 
to express Allah's attributes than the superlative degree in English. The latter implies a comparison with other 
beings, or with other times or places, while there is no being like unto Allah, and 
and Place. Mercy may imply pity, long-suffering, patience, and forgiveness, all of which the sinner needs and 
Allah Most Merciful bestows in abundant measure. But there is a Mercy that goes before even the need arises, 
the Grace which is ever watchful, and flows from Allah Most Gracious to all His creatures, protecting them, 
preserving them, guiding them, and leading them to clearer light and higher life. For this reason the attribute 
Rahman (Most Gracious) is not applied to any but Allah, but the attribute RahTm (Merciful), is a general 
term, and may also be applied to Men. lo make us contemplate these boundless gifts of Allah, the formula: 
“In the name of Allah Most Gracious, Most Merciful is placed before every Surah of the Qur’an (except 
the ninth), and repeated at the beginning of every act by the Muslim who dedicates his life to Allah, and 
whose hope is in His Mercy. 

Opinion is divided whether the Bismillah should be numbered as a separate verse or not. It is unanimously 
agreed that it is a part of the Qur’an. Therefore it is better to give it an independent number in the first 
Surah. For subsequent Surahs it is treated as an introduction or headline, and therefore not numbered. 
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20. The Arabic word Rabb, usually translated Lord, has also the meaning of cherishing, sustaining, bringing 

has created. 


to maturity. Allah cares for all the worlds 

There 




many worlds — astronomical and physical worlds, worlds of thought, spiritual world, and so 

of it when we say: "In Him we live, 




on. In every one of them, Allah is all-in-all. We 
and move, and have our being." The mystical division between (1) Nasut , the human world knowable by the 


only one 






ity, requires a whole 


senses, (2) Malakui, the invisible world of angels, and (3) Lahut , the divine world of 
volume to explain it. 


•a 


and mercy, and His power and justice (as 
Ruler of the Day of Judgement), the immediate result is that we bend in the act of worship, and see both 
our shortcomings and His all-sufficient power. The emphatic form means that not only do we reach the position 
of worshipping Allah and asking for His help, but we worship Him alone and ask for His aid only. For there 

is none other than He worthy of our devotion and able to help us. Then plural "we" indicates that we associate 
ourselves with all who seek Allah, thus strengthening ourselves and strengthening them in a fellowship of faith. 
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24-A. By the expression "Allah’s nature" the author 
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Whether thou warn 


29. Prosperity must be taken as referring to all the kinds of bounty which we discussed in the note to 
2:3 above. The right use of one kind leads to an increase in that and other kinds, aYid that is prosperity. 


30. Kafara, kufr, kafir , and derivative forms of the word, imply a deliberate rejection of Faith as opposed 

mistaken idea of Allah or faith, which is not inconsistent with an earnest desire to see the truth. Where 

f \ 

there is such desire, the Grace and Mercy of Allah gives guidance. But that guidance is not efficacious when 
it is deliberately rejected, and the possibility of rejection follows from the grant of free will. The consequence 
of the rejection is that the spiritual faculties become dead or impevious to better influences 




si 

L _ , 


also n. 93 to 2:88. 




the penalty of our deliberate sin, and our 


31. All actions 

senses become impervious to good, the penalty is referred to the justice of Allah. 


referred to Allah. Therefore when we 
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down the path of sin 

r goodness. 


32. The penalty here is the opposite of the prosperity referred to in 2:5. As we 
our penalty gathers momentum, just as goodness brings its own capacity for 




untrue to themselves, and therefore 


third class of people, the hypocrites. They 
their hearts are diseased (2:10). The disease tends to spread, like all evil. They are curable but if they harden 

their hearts, they soon pass into the category of those who deliberately reject light. 
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r.i c 








won the 




it did not last 


inevitable, the d 






r # I V V 1 

«. M _V_■_■_, 


Wl V«Pi 

®v £** v 

■J I I I 1 1 


S OIK- 






III* 


they all lost their way 


compromise with evil, cynicism, or duplicity may 


it must mi 






•II 


ruin all 


effective lieht 


iser would they be if they humbled themselves 













or emotion, of which the highest flower 


them without 










must 


. with the 


. Also 




. R. 


n 






















reference to the tribal organization of the Jews, which played a great part in their 
forty-years’ march through the Arabian deserts (Num. i and ii) and their subsequent settlement in the land 
of Canaan (Josh. xiii. and xiv.). The twelve tribes were derived from the sons of Jacob, whose name was changed 
to Israel (soldier of Allah) after he had wrestled, says Jewish tradition, with Allah (Genesis xxxii. 28). Israel 
had twelve sons (Gen. xxxv. 22-26), including Levi and Joseph. The descendants of these twelve sons were 
the “Children of Israel.’’ Levi’s family got the priesthood and the care of the Tabernacle; they were exempted 
from military duties, for which the census was taken (Num. i. 47-53), and therefore from the distribution 
of Land in Canaan (Josh. xiv. 3); they were distributed among all the Tribes, and were really a privileged 
caste and not numbered among the Tribes; Moses and Aaron belonged to the house of Levi. On the other 
hand Joseph, on account of the high position to which he rose in Egypt as the Pharaoh’s minister, was th 






progenitor of two tribes, one in the name of each of his two sons Ephraim and Manasseh. Thus there were 
twelve Tribes in all 


Levi was cut out and Joseph represented two tribes. Their having fixed stations and 
in camp and fixed territorial 

an evidence of the Providence of Allah acting through His Prophet Moses. Cf. also 




in the Promised Land prevented confusion and mutual 


watering pi 

jealousies and is pointed to 
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7:160. 


The gushing of twelve springs from a rock evidently refers to a local tradition well known to Jews and 
Arabs in A1 Mustafa’s time. Near Horeb close to Mount Sinai, where the Law was given to Moses, is a huge 
mass of red granite, twelve-feet high and about fifty feet in circumference, where European travellers (e.g., 
Breydenbach in the 15th Century after Christ saw abundant springs of water twelve in number (see Sale’s notes 
on this passage). It existed in A1 Mustafa’s time and may still exist to the present day, for anything we know 
to the contrary. The Jewish tradition would be based on Exod. xvii. 6: “Thou shalt smite the rock, and there 
shall come water out of it that the people may drink. 

The story is used as a parable, as is clear from the latter part of the verse. In the desolation and among 
the rocks of this life people grumble. But they will not be 
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We must restrain ourselves from mischief, 
on our probation on this very earth. 
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left, although they should have known that the only thing 
harsh treatment. Moses’s reproach to them was twofold: (1) Such variety of foods you 
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Section 10 
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A Covenant from the Children 


Of Israel (to this effect) 


Worship none but Allah; 
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Your parents and kindred 


And orphans and those in need 


Speak fair to the people 


steadfast in prayer 


And practise regular charity. 


did ye turn back 




And ye backslide ( 
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We took 88 


84. And 
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Your Covenant (to this effect) 


Shed no blood 




Nor turn out your own 


From your homes: and this 


Ye solemnly ratified 


And to this ye c 


85. After this it is ye 


Who slay among yourselves 


And banish a party of you 


From their homes; assist 




And if they 


it was not lawful 


87. So far from the Covenant being of the kind you suggest in 2:80, the real Covenant is about the moral 
law, which is set out in 2:83. This moral law is universal, and if you break it, no privileges will lighten your 
punishment or help you in any way (2:86). "Speak fair to the people" not only means outward courtesy from 
the leaders to the meanest among the people, but the protection of the people from being exploited, deceived, 
defrauded, or doped with things to lull their intelligence. 


88. Verse 83 referred to the universal moral law. This verse 84 refers to its application under a special 


by the newborn Muslim Commonwealth under its Guide 

s Sirat-ur-Rasul, and comments on it will 


Covenant entered into with the Jews of Mad! 
and 




Muhammad. This Covenant is given in Ibn Hi 

All’s Spirit of Islam (London, 1922) 

of the Hijrah, and was treacherously broken by the J 












. 57-61. It was entered into in the second year 
almost immediately afterwards. 
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. I understand "ransom them 
take it to mean 'Vive ransom for them " A1 Mustafa had 


take ransom for them," though most of the Commentators 

de a Pact which, if it had been faithfully observed 
ign of law and order for MadTnah. But some of the treacherous Jews 
intended to observe its terms. They fought and slew each other and not only banished those who were 
obnoxious to them but intrigued with their enemies. If by any chance they came back into their hands as 
captives, they demanded ransom for them to return to their homes although they had no right to banish them 
at all. If we understand by "ransom them" pay "ransom for them to release them from the hands of their 
enemies," it would mean that they did this pious act for show, although they were themselves the authors of 
their unlawful banishment. I think the former 
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129. How beautiful this prayer is, and how aptly it comes in here in the argument! Such P 


anism or 




star-worship or planet-worship as there was in Abraham’s time was first cleared out of Makkah by Abraham. 
This is the chief meaning of "sanctification" or "purification" in 2:125, although of course physical cleanliness 
is (in physical conditions) a necessary element of purification in the higher sense. Abraham and his elder son 
Isma ll then built the Ka’bah and established the rites and 


was thus the founder 


of the sacred city. 

of the original Islam (which is as old as mankind) in Arabia, As becomes a devout man, he offers and dedicates 
the work to Allah in humble supplication 
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Him as the All-Hearing and the All-Knowing. He then 
asks for a blessing on himself and progeny generally, both the children of his eldest-born Isma il and his younger 
son Isaac. With prophetic vision he foresees that there will be corruption and backsliding in both branches 
of his family: Makkah will house 360 idols, Jerusalem will became a harlot city (Ezekiel xvi. 15), a city of 

abomination. But the light of Islam will shine, and reclaim the lost people in both branches and indeed in 
all the world. So he prays for Allah’s mercy, addressing Him as the Oft-Returning, Most Merciful. And finally 
he foresees in Makkah a Prophet teaching the people as one "of their own." and in their own beautiful Arabic 
language: he asks for a blessing on Muhammad’s ministry, appealing to the Power and Wisdom of Allah. 
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130. Istaja chose: chose because of purity; chose and purified. It is the s 

is derived, one of the titles of Muhammad. 
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Nay! (I would rather) 


called to witness one of their slogans, that they worshipped 
“the God of their fathers.” The idea in their minds got narrowed down to that of a tribal God. But they are 
reminded that their ancestors had the principle of Islam in them —the worship of Allah, the One True and 
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320. In connection with charity this means that we must relieve those really in need, whether they are 
good or bad, on the right path or not, Muslims or otherwise. It is not for us to judge in these matters. Allah 
will give light according to His wisdom. Incidentally it adds a further meaning to the command, ‘Let there 
be no compulsion in religion” (2:256). For compulsion may not only be by force, but by economic necessity. 
In matters of religion we must not even compel by a bribe of charity. The chief motive in charity should be 
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but it is of universal application. 
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323. We recapitulate the beauty of charity (i.e ., unselfish giving of one’s self or ones goods) before we 
come to its opposite, i.e ., the selfish grasping greed of usury against those in need or distress. Charity instead 
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Thoughtless news, true or false, may also encourage the enemy. The proper course is quietly to hand all news 
direct to those who are in a position to investigate it. They can then sift it and take suitable measures to checkmate 
the enemy. Not to do so, but to deal with news either thoughtlessly or maliciously, is to fall directly into the 
snares of Evil. 
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Just as the Tawrah is not the Old Testament, or the Pentateuch, as now received by the 
Jews and Christians, so the Injil mentioned in the Qur’an is certainly not the New Testament 
and it is not the four Gospels, as now received by the Christian Church, but an original Gospel 

which was promulgated by Jesus 
Muhammad Mustafa. 
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one of them being actually imperfect at the end 
work.” All this body of unmethodical literature was casual in its nature. No wonder, because the 
early Christians expected the end of the world very soon. The four canonical Gospels 
four out of many, and some others besides the four have survived. Each writer just wrote down 
some odd sayings of the Master that he recollected. Among the miracles described there i 
one which is described in all the four Gospels, and others were described and believed in other 
Gospels, which are not mentioned in any of the four canonical Gospels. Some of the Epistles contain 
expositions of doctrine, but this has been interpreted differently by different Churches. 
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3101. As the sun rises higher and higher, the shadows contract. In regions where the sun actually gets 
to the zenith at noon, there is no shadow left at that time. Where does it go? It was but a shadow cast by 
a substance and it gets absorbed by the substance which produced it. (R). 


3102. I^et us now reverently turn our vision (as far as we are able) to the symbolic meaning. Allah is 
the Light. All things in creation whether concrete or abstract -are but shadows, depending on His Light. 

All shadows are not equal. He gives length or size of substance to such 
become reflected lights, like the light of the false or the true Dawn. Such 
The shadows are constantly in a state of flux; so are all things in Creation, all things we 
life. Allah, if He wills, can give some of them greater fixity or comparative stability. (R). 
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The connection of life with water is intimate. The physical basis of life itself, protoplasm, is, in great part, 
water: see 25:54 below. 
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26 -AL SHU'ARA: 


ON 


This Surah begins a new series of four Surahs (26 — 29), which illustrate the contrast between 
the spirit of Prophecy and spiritual Light and the reactions to it in the communities among whom 
it appeared, by going back to old Prophets and the stories of the Past, as explained in the Introduction 

to S. 17. 


In this particular Surah we have the story of Moses in his fight with Pharaoh and of Pharaoh’s 
discomfiture. Other Prophets mentioned are Abraham, Noah, Hud, Salih, Lut, and Shu’ayb. The 
lesson is drawn that the Qur’an is a continuation and fulfilment of previous Revelations, and is 
pure Truth, unlike poetry of vain poets. 


Chronologically the SOrah belongs to the middle Makkan period, when the contact of the 
Light of Prophecy with the milieu of Pagan Makkah was testing the Makkans in their most arrogant 

mood. 


Summary— The conflict of Unbelief with Truth is vain: so was the conflict of Pharaoh with 
Moses: Pharaoh’s magicians bowed to the Truth, and Pharaoh and his hosts were drowned (26:1-69, 
and C. 164). 


Nor did Abraham’s people gain anything by their resisting of the Truth he preached, and 

Noah’s people perished by their Unbelief (26:70-122, and C. 165). 


Hud warned his people against reliance on their material strength and Salih against sacrilege 

but in both cases the evil ones were brought low (26:123-159, and C. 166). 


Lut had to deal with unspeakable crimes, and Shu’ayb against dishonest dealings and mischief: 
their teaching was rejected, but the rejecters were wiped out (26:160-191, and C. 167). 


So, when the spirit of Prophecy came to Makkah, it was resisted by the votaries of evil: 
but Truth is not like vain poetry, and must triumph at last (26:192-277, and C. 168). 


C. 164. 
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3225. Qalb (Heart) signifies not only the seat of the affections, but also the seat of the memory and 
understanding. The process of inspiration is indicated by the impression of the divine Message on the inspired 
one’s heart, memory, and understanding, from which it was promulgated in human speech to the world. In 
this case the human speech was the perspicuous Arabic tongue, which would be plainly intelligible to the audience 
who would immediately hear it and be through them transmitted to all the world. 


the Book revealed 


3226. The word Zubur , used here, is plural of Zabur , which is mentioned in the Qur an 
to the Prophet Dawud. It has also been used in the Qur’an in the generic sense of “Book” (54:52). 
word refers to the earlier Revelations. (Eds.). 
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3466. The Spider s house is one of the wonderful Signs of Allah’s creation. It is made up of fine silk threads 
spun out of silk glands in the spider’s body. There are many kinds of spiders and many kinds of spider houses. 
Two main types of houses may be mentioned. There is the tubular nest or web, a silk-lined house or burrow 
with one or two trap doors. This may be called his residential or family mansion. Then there is what is ordinarily 
called a spider’s web, consisting of a central point with radiating threads running in all directions and acting 
as tie-beams to the quasi-circular concentric threads that form the body of the web. This is his hunting box. 
The whole structure exemplifies economy in time, material, and strength. If an insect is caught in the net 
the vibration set up in the radiating threads is at once communicated to the spider, who can come and kill 
his prey. In case the prey is powerful, the spider is furnished with poison glands with which to kill his prey. 
The spider sits either in the centre of the web or hides on the underside of a leaf or in some crevice, but 
he always has a single thread connecting him with his web, to k 
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3870. As man’s knowledge of the processes of nature advances, he sees how complex is the evolution of 
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3984. The lunar mansions are the 28 divisions of the Zodiac, which are supposed to make the daily course 
of the moon in the heavens from the time of the new moon to the time when the moon fades away in its 

inter-lunar swoon”, an expressive phrase coined by the poet Shelley. 

3985. 'Urjun\ a raceme of dates or of a date palm; or the base or lower part of the raceme. When it 
becomes old, it becomes yellow, dry, and withered, and curves up like a sickle. Hence the comparison with 
the sickle-like appearance of the new moon. The moon runs through all its phases, increasing and decreasing, 
until it disappears, and then reappears as a little thin curve. 

3986. Though the sun and the moon both traverse the belt of the Zodiac, and their motions are different, 

they never catch up each other. When the sun and the moon are on the same side and on a line with the 

earth there is a solar eclipse, and when on opposite sides in a line, there is a lunar eclipse, but there is no 

clash. Their Laws are fixed by Allah, and form the subject of study in astronomy. Similarly Night and Day 

follow each other, but being opposites cannot coincide, a fit emblem of the opposition of Good and Evil, Truth 
and Falsehood: see also n. 3982 above. 
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4039 


4034. Allah is the Lord of everything that exists - the heavens and the earth, and all between them’, 
is the Lord of the Mashariq — of every point at the rising of the sun. As the Commentators tell us, there are 
in the solar year only two equinoctial days, when the sun rises due east: on every other the sun rises at a shifting 
point either north or south of due east. In 7:137 we have mashariq al ardi wa magharibaha , where the plural 
of the words for East and West is negligible, as the conjunction of the two embraces all points. The same 
may be said of 70:40, where Allah is called “Lord of all points in the East and the West ”. If we are speaking 
of longitudes, they may embrace all latitudes. In 55:17 Allah is called “Lord of the two Easts and the two 
Wests”, referring to the extreme points in either case. A cursory reader may ask, why is only the East referred 
to here? The reply is that it is not so much the East as the rising of the sun, on which stress is laid. The Arabic 
mashnq or mashariq is close enough to the root word sharaqa , to suggest, not so much the East as the rising 
of the sun, especially when the plural form is used. The glorious sun rises from different points, as seen by 
us, but it illuminates the whole heaven and earth. It is an emblem of Unity. 

4035. Cf 67:8-9. [Eds.]. 
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4377. The choosing of a man to be the recipient of inspiration - to be the standard bearer of Allah’s Truth — is 
the highest honour possible in the spiritual Kingdom. And Allah bestows that honour according to His own 
most perfect Will and Plan, which no one can question, for He is the fountain of all honour, dignity, and authority. 


4378. All men will meet together and meet their Lord at the Resurrection, no matter how far scattered 
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can then no more come into competition with Good, even in the subjective consciousness of man. 
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For the chronology and the general theme of the Surahs of the Ha Mim series of which 
this is the fifth, see the Introduction to S. 40. 


The theme of this particular Surah is how wordly pride and power are humbled in the 
dust if they resist spiritual forces, and how Evil and Good find their true setting in the Hereafter 
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drought or famine, as explained in the notes to that verse. 
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5749. Mystery , or the Unseen, has two aspects. The relative Unseen is so with reference to a particular 
person, because of the intervention of Time, Space, or particular circumstances. For example: I cannot see 
today a house which I saw last year, because it has since been pulled down; or I cannot in Lahore see the 
Gateway of India” in Bombay, although anyone in Bombay can see it; or I cannot see the satellites of Jupiter 
with the naked eye, though I can through a telescope; but the Absolute Unseen, the Absolute Mystery, or 
Allah’s Mystery, is something which no creature can know or see, except insofar as Allah reveals it to him; 
and Allah reveals such things to the extent that is good for men, through His chosen messengers, among whom 
the greatest is Muhammad. The exact time of the Hour of Judgement has not been so shown, because we 
must not wait for it, but live as if it is to be at this minute. See last note and next note, and the references there. 
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6085. The particular occasion was an assurance to the Prophet, that though he was unlettered, the Message 
given to him would be preserved in his heart and in the hearts of men. The more general sense is that mankind, 
having once seized great spiritual truths, will hold fast to them, except as qualified in the following verse. 
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application have varied from time to time, e.g., from Moses to Jesus, and from Jesus to Muhammad. It is 
one of the beneficent mercies of Allah that we should forget some things of the past, lest our minds become 
confused and our development is retarded. Besides, Allah knows what is manifest and what is hidden, and 
His Will and Plan work with supreme wisdom and goodness. 
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6135. The man who feels no responsibility and thinks that he can do what he likes in life forgets his 
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support of the world. For a time he may. But a rude awakening must come soon, for he bases his hopes on 
unsubstantial things. Or if he spends his substance on self-indulgence, he is weakening himself and putting 
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lest he should think the higher spiritual forces too remote for him, let him look within himself and use the 
faculties which Allah has given him. See the next verses following. 
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6188. Cf. the prayer of Moses in 20:25. The breast is symbolically the seat of knowledge and the highest 

feelings of love and affection, the treasure house in which are stored the jewels of that quality of human character 

which approaches nearest to the divine. The Holy Prophet’s human nature had been purified, expanded, and 
elevated, so that he became a Mercy to all Creation. Such a nature could afford to ignore the lower motives 
of ordinary humanity which caused shameful attacks to be made on him. Its strength and courage could also 
bear the burden of the galling work which it had to do in denouncing sin, subduing it, and protecting Allah’s 
creatures from its oppression. 
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6203. Iqra' may mean “read", or "recite or rehearse”, or "proclaim aloud”, the object understood being 
Allah’s Message. For an account of the circumstances in which this first revelation —the divine commission 

to preach and proclaim Allah’s Message came to the Holy Prophet, in the cave of Hira’, see C. 27*31. In worldly 
letters he was unversed, but with spiritual knowledge his mind and soul were filled, and now had come the 
time when he must stand forth to the world and declare his mission. 
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6257. Acquisitiveness, that is, the passion for seeking an increase in wealth, position, the number of adherents 
or followers or supporters, mass production and mass organisation, may affect an individual as such, or it 
may affect whole societies or nations. Other people’s example or rivalry in such things may aggravate the situation. 
Up to a certain point it may be good and necessary. But when it becomes inordinate and monopolises attention, 
it leaves no time for higher things in life, and a clear warning is here sounded from a spiritual point of view. 
Man may be engrossed in these things till death approaches, and he looks back on a wasted life, as far as 
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here condemned in the strongest terms: (1) scandalmongering, talking or suggesting 
evil of men or women by word or innuendo, or behaviour, or mimicry, or sacrcasm, or insult; (2) detracting 
from their character behind their backs, even if the things 

piling up wealth, not for use and service to those who need it, but in miserly hoards 
prolong the miser’s life or give him immortality: miserliness is itself a kind of scandal. 

6267. Hutamah: that which smashes or breaks to pieces: an apt description of the three antisocial vices 
condemned. For scandalmongering and backbiting make any sort of cohesion or mutual confidence impossible; 
and the miser’s hoards block up the channels of economic service and charity, and the circulation of good-will 
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